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HIGHLIGHTS OF ICVG 2006 MEETING

Advances in Research:

Grapevine Viruses

Nuredin Habili,' and Judit Monis?,
'"Waite Diagnostics, University of
Adelaide, South Australia,

’STA Laboratories, Gilroy, CA

he 15th Meeting of the

International Council for the

Study of Virus and Virus-Like

Diseases of the Grapevine
(ICVG) was held in Stellenbosch, South
Africa, April 3-7, 2006. The ICVG meet-
ing is held every three years, alternating
between the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres. The next meeting will be
in 2009, either in France or Canada. At
the Stellenbosch meeting, 109 papers
and posters were presented.

Readers can obtain a free copy of the
abstract book from the following URL:
http://www.racchangins.ch/
doc/fr/chercheurs/collab_ext/ICVG
/archives.html. Below is a summary of
specific highlights for each virus
and/or virus group that is of economic
importance for the grapevine industry.

Although the conference focuses
mainly on grapevine-infecting viruses,
historically phytoplasmas have also
been included. This is because, prior to
their characterization (they are also
known as mycoplasma-like organ-
isms), they were thought to be virus-
associated. A total of 25 papers (23%)
covered grapevine phytoplasmas.

Giovanni Martelli, Chairman of the
ICVG, began the meeting with an
overview of the progress in grapevine
virus research in the past three years.
Of interest and relevance to grapevine
certification and clean stock programs
is the new European Community (EU)
regulatory directive that recommends
“the lowest possible level of harmful
organisms in propagation material.”

GRAPEGROWING

Figure I: Retarded growth of a young
Chardonnay vine (Mildura, Victoria,
Australia) tested positive for Grapevine
leafroll virus type 2 (GLRaV-2). Healthy
vines in background tested negative. Note
symptoms of late bud burst in spring. If this
vineyard is grafted to a new variety, results
may be disastrous.

However the technical annex pub-
lished in 2005 on the grapevine caused
an uproar among the European Union
scientific community, since it only lists
the following as harmful organisms:
Grapevine fanleaf virus (GFLV); Arabis
mosaic virus (ArMV); Grapevine leafroll-
associated virus (GLRaV) -1 and -3; and
Grapevine fleck virus (GFkV) (only for
rootstock material for the last virus).

The Italian Ministry of Agriculture
has drafted a new directive that is
more stringent and states that, in addi-
tion to the above viruses, the vines
must be free of GLRaV-2 and viruses
associated with the rugose wood com-
plex, with the exception of Grapevine
Rupestris stem pitting-associated virus
(GRSPaV).

In the next few months, the ICVG
will work on developing a compilation
document that explains the detrimen-
tal effects of different viruses, to per-
suade the European Union and other
regulatory agencies to develop more
stringent regulations.®

Figure Il. Symptoms of Australian Shiraz disease on a Shiraz vine infected with Grapevine

virus A.
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